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FILING A COMPLAINT 
(Before filing a complaint, please read this information sheet carefully.) 

If, after reading this, you wish to make a complaint against a judge involving ethical 
misconduct, you should complete the enclosed complaint form, following the instructions on 
the reverse side of the form. 

People often contact the Commission mistakenly believing that the Commission can provide help 
with a legal problem. The Judicial Inquiry Commission has no power under any circumstance 
to change any decision made by a judge or to otherwise intervene in the conduct of a legal 
proceeding. The Commission and its staff also may not give legal advice or assistance to a 
complainant. It is the work of lawyers to advise whether grounds exist to contest a judicial 
decision and to provide information about and assistance with the available legal remedies. 

The Judicial Inquiry Commission is part of the disciplinary system for Alabama judges. The 
Commission is established in the Alabama constitution as the body that investigates and 
prosecutes complaints of ethical misconduct or disability involving Alabama judges. Charges of 
ethical misconduct or disability are tried before the Court of the Judiciary, which has the power 
to discipline a judge through censure, suspension, removal from office or retirement. 

An incorrect decision by a judge is not an ethical violation. Therefore, the Commission does not 
investigate judges for the correctness of their rulings. A ruling by a judge is not an ethical 
violation unless it was made in bad faith, that is, made out of malice, ill will, or other improper 
motive. If you file a complaint involving a ruling, please be sure to state the facts that lead you to 
believe the ruling was made in bad faith and remember that the Commission has no power to 
obtain any relief for you. The Commission’s only power is to determine whether to prosecute the 
judge for disciplinary sanction. 

Under the procedural rules governing the Commission, the Commission may only investigate 
verified complaints. The rules require that upon its decision to conduct some investigation of 
the complaint, the Commission shall serve upon the judge a copy of the complaint and any 
material provided with the complaint or thereafter. 

The Commission carefully reviews all complaints it receives. The Commission first decides 
whether a complaint alleges misconduct within the Commission’s jurisdiction (that is, whether 
the complaint alleges conduct by a judge that might violate the Alabama Canons of Judicial 
Ethics). If the complaint does allege ethical misconduct, the Commission then determines 
whether there is sufficient cause to investigate and, if there is, what investigation is 
appropriate. A complainant may or may not be called as a witness during a Commission 
investigation. A complaint may be dismissed upon initial review or at any time during an 
investigation if the Commission determines that a reasonable basis to charge the judge does 
not exist. The complainant is informed by letter of the final decision to either dismiss the 
matter or file charges in the Court of the Judiciary. 
 
If you have any questions or require other information, please contact the Commission’s office, 
or visit the Commission’s website at www.jic.alabama.gov. 





 
INSTRUCTIONS 

 

1. Read the information sheet, FILING A COMPLAINT, before you complete this form. 

2. Please type or clearly print all information except signatures.  Do not use the back of any 
page.  Do not use pencil. 

3. Under “Statement of Facts and Allegations,” clearly describe the specific action or behavior 
of the judge about which you are complaining, and state the surrounding facts in 
chronological order, including dates, times, places, and names and addresses of persons 
present. 

4. Use additional sheets if necessary; supporting documentation may be attached but do not 
attach any original documents. 

5. Attach copies of any documents you wish the Commission to consider.  You should retain 
your originals as the Commission will not return any documents submitted to it with a 
complaint. 

6. Do not use a single form to complain about more than one judge, and do not disclose any 
complaints you are making or have made about another judge.  If you have complaints about 
more than one judge, use a separate form for each judge. 

7. Verify the complaint by signing it under oath or affirmation in the presence of a notary public 
in the space provided for notarization.  The Commission is not permitted to investigate an 
unverified complaint. 

8. Return the complaint and all attachments to: 

Judicial Inquiry Commission 
P.O. Box 303400 
Montgomery, AL 36130-3400 

Do not fax your complaint to the Commission or send it by email. 

9. If you have questions, call the Commission’s office at (334) 242-4089 or visit the 
Commission’s website at www.jic.alabama.gov. 


